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Translator’s foreword

GEORGE pREVElAkis’ book, originally published in Greek in
April 2016, was already something of a scholarly prophecy in early
november of the same year. As the author states in his introduc-
tion: ‘new geopolitical realities, internal and external, cause worries
in samuel Huntington’s America. But Greeks can and should face
these with self-confidence and optimism; but before they do this,
they must renew the answer to the question ‘‘Who are we?’’’

Who are the Greeks? peculiar Westerners, ‘truants’ of the West,
as prevelakis describes them. yet Greece—or rather ‘Hellenism’ as
a sui generis civilisation—is also the constituent element of the West
and more than that, the property of humankind. The answer the
author offers to his question is of relevance and arguably helpful
to present-day Greeks, trapped as they are in an incoherent, de-
meaning ‘crisis of definition and destination’ (to quote the au-
thor). Who the Greeks are also strikes at the heart of European
identity. 
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The term Hellenism (hellenismos) was at first used in the post-
Hellenistic world to denote the imitation of classical Greek idiom
and language in general. in contemporary Greek the term can
mean ‘Greekdom’ (abstractly); it can also be roughly analogous to
‘Americanism’ as understood in north and especially latin Amer-
ica. prevelakis gives ‘Hellenism’ a specialised spin, invoking it fig-
uratively as a cultural sediment or residue containing elements
from various experiences, including the experiences of the West. if
Hellenism is indeed universal—a choice and achievement open to
all women and men worldwide, as prevelakis urges—this is be-
cause it underwent successive incarnations from the Hellenistic pe-
riod and the Roman Empire through the Byzantine period, the
Renaissance in the West, and the Ottoman period in the East. This
sediment accumulated over la longue durée. To delve into the com-
plex cultural realities of ‘Hellenism’ involves the author in nothing
less than a sweeping historical overview informed by geography.
physical space becomes a determinant, together with crisscrossing
networks—local and long-distance—connecting centre and periph-
ery across the centuries, and serving as conduits of products,
troops, ideas, ‘iconographies’, and culminatingly, ‘identity’. identity
(‘Who are we?’) moreover presupposes manifold ‘circulation’ in a
territory or territories, sometimes overlapping, sometimes far-flung
and discontinuous, sometimes (i might add) notional or imaginary.
it is actually ‘iconography’ according to Jean Gottmann, one of pre-
velakis’ key methodological exemplars: the sum-total of references
and symbols binding a people and defining their territory. iden-
tity—‘Who we are’—boils down to geopolitics. A people carry their
mutlifarious symbols with them in space. Bearers of Hellenism
have done this whether as culturally versatile, multi-lingual Romioi
(christian subjects of the Ottoman sultan) or as uni-dimensional,
hampered citizens of the modern nation state of Greece. 

prevelakis’ analysis begins, like modern Greek identity, essentially

WHO ARE WE? - THE GEOpOliTics Of GREEk idEnTiTy
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in the Ottoman period, ranges across pre- and post-Westphalian
Europe and its globalised avatar, and returns, nostalgically but pro-
treptically, to a reminder of Ottoman days. crisis-ridden Greeks –
prevelakis’ compatriots (and mine)—can escape the ‘crisis’ (now
into its eighth year), he argues, once they realise that the postmod-
ern global world quite resembles the maze-like, reticular (i.e. in-
terlaced with networks) structure of the Ottoman Empire (the
contrary of the neat, monochrome Westphalian world). Making the
best of their past, reviving old habits such as their tendency to form
durable diasporas and their role as middlemen between East and
West, Greeks must revert to the notion of pre-modern territoriality.
They need only rise above the shortcomings of their dysmorphic
nation-state, without necessarily leaving Greece, and forge new net-
works of local and transnational dimensions. Many of these net-
works will be multicultural, heterogeneous, discontinuous in space.
The small, stifled Greek world can become globally enlarged and
meaningful. The way out for Greeks today is, inter alia, to adopt
new models of education especially at the community level. per-
haps most important, if language and literature are bearers of civil-
isation, Greeks must attend to both; their language (like kemalist
Turkish) has been diminished and deformed by ideological trends
and obsessions since the early 19th century. prevelakis offers nu-
merous other insightful proposals in the concluding part of the
book. And well he does. Greeks have always been resilient, and
they have every geopolitical and cultural reason to be hopeful.  

ioannis (J.c.B.) petropoulos
Democritean University of Thrace &

Center for Hellenic Studies-Greece
Harvard University

nafplion
28th January 2017  

TRAnslATOR’s fOREWORd

-  -
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fOREWORd 

by Antonis d. papagiannidis

fOR many years now, the recurring question ‘Who are we?’—con-
cerning the deeper identity and sense of belonging of a people with
a long history—has haunted public debate in Greece. indeed, issues
of identity have always tended to override choices regarding inte-
gration in specific groupings, the European Union being the last
such choice. deeper currents of the sense of belonging lead Greeks
to make political choices -sometimes straightforwardly, sometimes
under the impact of underlying forces; society makes political choic-
es, and economic options simply follow. The consequences of such
an approach can be detected in the negotiating tactics and choices
adopted when the country and its people were swept into the vortex
of a crisis that—since 2008—has exploded every analytical certainty
and dictated most policy choices.

With the sharp, prudent eye of someone observing space as the
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backdrop to History, George prevelakis views us Greeks as we con-
front our own identity. He demonstrates the sophistication and an-
alytical rigour of a geographer and geopolitical thinker and, last
but by no means least, the experience of someone who has had to
explain Greece and the Greeks extensively abroad. He places at the
disposal of the reader useful and thought-provoking analytical tools.
He guides us through Greek myths that have recently been collaps-
ing; he sheds light on contradictions and historical continuities; he
discovers and brings out internet communication as a tool for the
diaspora. All in all, he provides us with instruments by which all
fears can be overcome and oversimplifications set aside. 

it is in this complex nexus between Greece and the Greeks in his-
torical time and space that the particularity of Greek identity ac-
quires its essence: not by imposition, but rather through diffusion
and pervasiveness. in this way identity is ‘translated’ into some-
thing capable of surviving the pressures of the global system of our
time. Odysseus has shown the way: endurance and tenacity (if not
stubbornness) are needed to survive the ebb and tide of History.
Redefinition and discovery are necessary, too.

prevelakis leads the discussion of ‘Who are we?’ His question
‘Who have we really been?’ translates into ‘Who would we like to
be /Who could we be tomorrow?’ A singularly Greek quest, that.

WHO ARE WE? - THE GEOpOliTics Of GREEk idEnTiTy
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poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:09 μμ  Page 16



-  -

A
Adriatic 25
Aegean sea 85, 121
Afghanistan 104
Africa 71, 154, 179, 182, 185, 

north  74, 75
south 184, 185

Albania 58, 114
northern 47

Albanian(s) 18, 43, 46, 47, 74, 76,
87, 116, 128, 141, 170

Albright, Madeleine 141
Alexander the Great 48, 164
Ambelakia (Thessaly) 78
America 11, 29, 94, 102, 116, 142,

144 
latin 12, 154
north 28, 106, 109, 144 

south 28, 106
American Revolution 96
Americans 29, 43, 47, 98 
Ancient Greece 19, 34, 35
Antiquity 18, 34, 43, 48, 50, 98,

100, 102, 103, 114, 128, 130, 164,
166, 174

Arabs 50, 113, 150
Archdiocese of Ohrid 88
Aristotle 117
Armenians 45, 72, 79, 82, 83, 134,

178
Arvanitis 46, 47, 132
Asia 71, 154 

central 45
southwest 51, 138

Asia Minor 17, 18, 20, 25, 49, 51,
71, 74, 75, 92, 113, 176, 182

indEX

poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:10 μμ  Page 199



-  -

Asia Minor disaster 17, 25, 121
Asia Minor, peoples 47
Athens 115, 116, 119, 121, 125, 126,

127, 128, 131, 132, 138, 154, 167,
169

Atlantic 50, 72, 94, 106
Austro-Hungary 64
Axis Occupation 127, 170

B
Badie, Bertrand 146
Balkan peninsula 114
Balkan peoples 43, 47, 134
Balkan Wars 18, 130, 132, 180
Balkans 49, 51, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78,

82, 113, 122, 131, 176, 179, 183
Bavarian rule 120, 124
Bavarians 120, 125, 126
Belgrade 124, 180
Belorussia 105
Bentham, Jeremy 103, 105
Beredema, Anna 175
Black sea 151
Boston 81
Bozdogan, sibel 63
Braudel, fernard 70
Brazil 146
Bruneau, M. 177, 185
Bulgaria 20, 66, 114, 122
Bulgarian Empire 66
Bulgarians 150, 170
Byzantine Empire 34, 48, 66, 68,

69
Byzantium 34, 35, 68

c
calcutta 42, 109
calvin 94
capet 92
capodistrias 125
cappadocia 36
caramanlis, constantine 61, 184
caspian sea 25, 106
cavafy, c. p. 37
china 142, 152, 163, 174
chinese 33, 144, 164, 178
civil War 18, 125, 127
cold War 27, 47, 56, 57, 103, 130,

133, 141, 144, 170, 186
constantinople 34, 48, 50, 68, 69,

74, 88, 94, 178, 179, 180
council of Greeks Abroad 178
crusaders 48, 50

d
d’Arc, Jeanne 94
d’Estaing, Giscard 61
danzig 42, 109
delphi 154
diaspora 16, 18, 19, 36, 66, 67, 72,

74, 79, 80, 81, 122, 123, 129, 132,
134, 138, 154, 161, 167, 173, 174,
176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 183, 184,
185

dictatorship 122
dix, Arthur 143
doxiadis, constantine 27, 115

E
East 12, 13, 18, 25, 26, 48, 50, 71,

WHO ARE WE? - THE GEOpOliTics Of GREEk idEnTiTy

poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:10 μμ  Page 200



-  -

82, 91, 92, 94, 104, 106, 109, 113,
117, 119, 121, 132, 134, 138, 145,
153, 182, 183
Middle 26, 75, 109, 114, 179, 182

Eastern Mediterranean 19, 50, 119,
151

Eastern Question 25, 26
Eastern Roman Empire 34
Ecumenical patriarch 

Bartholemew 181
Ecumenical patriarchate 

of constantinople 88, 178, 179,
180, 181, 182

Egypt 176, 183, 185
England 92, 94, 97, 102, 118
Erdogan, Tayip 62
Ermoupolis 131
Europe 13, 36, 38, 40, 43, 61, 64,

71, 79, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 100,
102, 103, 108, 109, 114, 116, 117,
121, 126, 138, 141, 142, 144, 152,
155, 175, 190
eastern 97, 176 
western 33, 72, 82, 94, 103, 109,
117, 142, 152
southeastern 51, 138

European Union 15, 38, 51, 138,
155, 175, 180, 184

Europeans 43, 68, 95, 109, 132,
137, 141, 142, 147, 183

f
fallmerayer, Jakob philipp 50, 164
ferguson, niall 187
ferres (Evros) 67

fichte, Johan Gottlieb 97
foreign Affairs (περιοδικό) 28
foucault, Michel 105
france 7, 94, 97, 102, 118, 122, 168
franco-Greeks 176
french 96, 97, 98
french Revolution 62, 96
fukuyama, francis 55, 56

G
Germans 97, 98, 100, 109
Germany 46, 97, 102
Globalisation 55, 57, 145, 146, 152,

161, 180
Gottmann, Jean 12, 27, 47, 56, 58,

59, 60, 67, 76, 78, 92, 140, 141,
149

Graeco-Egyptians (Greek Egyptians)
184

Gramsci, Antonio 61
Greek-Americans 47, 176
Greek Revolution 29, 51, 118
Greeks abroad 165, 176, 178

H
Hansen, Hans christian 129
Hansen, Theophil von 129
Huntington, samuel p. 11, 28, 29,

37, 38, 39, 42, 163

i
india 142, 163
indian Ocean 143
indians 164, 178
interwar period 17, 138

indEX

poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:10 μμ  Page 201



-  -

italy 151, 184

J
Japan 142
Jews 33, 43, 44, 46, 50, 66, 72, 79,

82, 83, 108, 134, 170, 176, 178

k
kalyvia 75
kemal, Mustafa 61, 62
kingdom of Hellas 124
kitsikis, dimitris 48, 70
klenze, leo von 101, 115
knossos 154
koraes, Adamantios 117, 122
koutsovlachs 76

l
lorentzatos, Zisimos 121
luther 94

M
Macedonia 18, 44
Macedonian Question 43
Maier, charles 73
Mani 155
Mcneil, William H. 18, 20, 21
Mediterranean 153, 183
Middle Ages 84, 91, 97, 102, 148
Modernity 50, 89, 98, 102, 103, 104,

107, 108, 109, 114, 118, 126, 132,
134, 137, 138, 165, 182, 183, 184

Mohammed ii the conqueror 68,
69

Moscow 180

Muslims 43, 79, 82, 83, 108, 117,
120, 141, 150

n
nATO 184
navarino, sea Battle 119
new World 29, 94, 140, 142, 146,

148, 150, 152, 154, 162, 163, 173,
187

O
OEcd 162, 184
Olympia 154
Onassis, Aristotle 154
Otto 120, 124, 127
Ottoman Empire 13, 23, 40, 43, 48,

50, 61, 64, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 74,
79, 82, 84, 85, 86, 87, 91, 94, 108,
109, 114, 116, 117, 119, 122, 124,
133, 134, 142, 144, 150, 160, 166

Ottomans 42, 48, 50, 68, 70, 71, 72,
74, 78, 82, 83, 88, 91, 92, 108, 117,
119, 120

p
paparrhigopoulos, constantine 20,

130
paris 74, 92, 181
patriarch Gennadios scholarios 68,

69
patriarchate of Alexandria 179
patriarchate of Antioch 179
patriarchate of Belgrade 124
patriarchate of Jerusalem 179
patriarchate of pec 88

WHO ARE WE? - THE GEOpOliTics Of GREEk idEnTiTy

poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:10 μμ  Page 202



-  -

peloponnese 116
persians 33, 50
phanariots 118, 132
philiki Etaireia 85
piraeus 131, 132
plato 48, 58, 117
pontic Greeks 45
pope Alexander Vi 94
portugal 94, 151, 184
psycharis, ioannis 122

R
Renaissance 12, 33, 35, 50, 97, 103
Rigas feraios 50
Roman Empire 12, 34, 91, 103
Roman Empire, Holy 97
Rome 48, 66, 82, 94, 103, 108
Rumanians 170
Rums (Ρωμιοί) 12, 74, 79, 88, 108,

109, 113, 116, 117, 183
Russia 109, 116, 117, 118, 142, 144,

152, 180

s
salonika 72, 73, 79, 94, 133
seferis, George 37, 164, 166
serbia 66, 114
serbian Empire 66
serbs 76, 141
singapore 42, 109
skopje 180
slavs 113
socrates 48
soviet Union 45, 62, 64, 117, 141,

144, 180

spain 72, 94, 151, 184
sparta 116, 119, 121, 154
stalin 45, 62
sunnis 82
svoronos, nikos 34, 35, 73
syria 179

Τ
Thrace 67
Toynbee, Arnold J. 18, 25, 27, 38,

40, 41, 42, 70, 109, 144
Treaty of Berlin 85
Treaty of kuchuk kainarjæ 117
Treaty of Westphalia 95, 134, 142
Trieste 42, 109
Turkey 46, 61, 66, 79, 114, 116, 124,

151, 153, 179
Turks 68, 74, 113, 124, 150, 170

U
United states 28, 29, 59, 108, 144,

152, 167, 180

V
Vatican 179
Védrine, Hubert 144
Venizelos, Eleutherios 20, 138
Vesnin, Brothers 65
Vidal de la Blache, pierre 47
Vidal-lablache, paul 99
Vlachs 44, 76

W
West 11, 12, 13, 18, 25, 26, 37, 40,

48, 50, 51, 61, 71, 82, 84, 86, 91,

indEX

poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:10 μμ  Page 203



-  -

92, 94, 98, 104, 106, 108, 109,
113, 116, 117, 127, 128, 142, 143,
144, 145, 150, 163, 180, 182, 183,
184

Western Question 25
Westerners 11, 43, 44, 66, 68, 74,

117, 134, 145, 148, 151, 186, 187
William, duke of normandy 92
World War, first 49, 107, 132

World War, second 27, 144

y
yiannaras, christos 140
yugoslavia 141

Z
Zagorochoria 78

WHO ARE WE? - THE GEOpOliTics Of GREEk idEnTiTy

poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:10 μμ  Page 204



THE BOOk
WHO ARE WE? - The Geopolitics of Greek Identity

WAs pUBlisHEd By kERkyRA pUBlicATiOns - EcOnOMiA pUBlisHinG
pRinTEd And BOUnd By AlfA pAck

in 800 cOpiEs
in ATHEns, JUnE 2017

poioiEimastaiAggliko20ap.qxp_Layout 1  23/5/17  7:10 μμ  Page 206



George Prevelakis
was born in Athens
and is of Cretan an-
cestry. During the
military dictatorship
he studied architec-
ture at the National
Technical University.
After completing his
postgraduate studies
in urban planning
and geography at

the University of the Sorbonne, he worked
in Greece as an urban planner and taught
at Greek universities. Since settling in Paris
in 1984, he has pursued an international
academic career. After the end of the Cold
War his teaching and research interests
have turned to geopolitics.

He has been a professor and researcher
in France (Sorbonne, Sciences Po, INALCO),
the United States (Johns Hopkins, Boston
University, Tufts), and the United King-
dom (London School of Economics). He
is Full Professor at Panthéon-Sorbonne
(Paris 1) and researcher at  CERI/Sciences
Po. He was Director of the Constantine
G. Caramanlis Chair in Greek and Euro-
pean Studies, at the Fletcher School of
Diplomacy (Tufts University) in 2003-
2005, and Greek Permanent Representa-
tive to the OECD in 2013-2015. He is a
regular contributor to the newspaper
Kathimerini.

His theoretical interests include urban
planning, geopolitics, and diasporas. He
co-founded with the political scientist Ali
Kazancigil the French scholarly journal
Anatoli (CNRS Editions), which he co-
directs. The journal is concerned with the
interdisciplinary and geopolitical study
of the geographic space between the
Adriatic and the Caspian Seas. 

OTHER TITLES IN ENGLISH 
FROM 

ECONOMIA PUBLISHING - KERKYRA PUBLICATIONS

Economy, Finance & Business

• Tourism and Crisis in Europe XIX-XXI centuries 
(paperback)

• New Generation Research on a Changing Greece 
(paperback)

• Managing Employment Relations in Greece (paperback)
• Following the Nereids: Sea Routes and Maritime Business

(paperback)
• The Business of Olympic Games Sponsorship (hardcover)

Narratives

• Chronicle of a Life in Shipping (hardcover)
• The Story of Minos Zombanakis – Banking Without Bor-

ders (hardcover)
• Diplomats & Doormats - An Hotelier’s Odyssey 

(paperback)

Coffee Table Books

• Mikis Theodorakis: My Posters (bilingual, paperback)
• Mikis Theodorakis: My Posters 

(bilingual, collector’s edition, hardcover)
• Melina: Never on Sunday 

(bilingual, collector’s edition, hardcover)
• Greece Star & Secret Islands (bilingual, hardcover)
• Magical Greece (bilingual, paperback)
• Magical Greece (bilingual, collector’s edition, hardcover)

Modern Greek Culture

• Mikis Theodorakis: Finding Greece in his Music 
(paperback)

• Cretan Music: Unraveling Ariadne’s Thread (paperback)

Εκδόσεις Κέρκυρα - Economia Publishing

Economia Group

GEORGE PREVELAKIS

G
E

O
RG

E
 PRE

V
E

LA
K

IS

WHO ARE WE?
THE GEOPOLITICS OF GREEK IDENTITY

Translated from the Greek by
IOANNIS PETROPOULOS

W
H

O
 A

RE W
E?

‘With the sharp, prudent eye of someone
observing space as the backdrop to History,
George Prevelakis views us Greeks as we
confront our own identity. He demonstrates
the sophistication and analytical rigour of a
geographer and geopolitical thinker and, last
but by no means least, the experience of
someone who has had to explain Greece and
the Greeks extensively abroad. He places at
the disposal of the reader useful and
thought-provoking analytical tools. He
guides us through Greek myths that have
recently been collapsing; he sheds light on
contradictions and historical continuities; he
discovers and brings out internet commu-
nication as a tool for the diaspora. All in all,
he provides us with instruments by which
all fears can be overcome and oversimplifi-
cations set aside.’

Antonis D. Papagiannidis

Distribution:

Nomiki Bibliothiki
23, Mavromihali str., 
10680 Athens – Greece
Tel.: +30 210-3678.800, 
Fax: +30 210-3678.922
sales@nb.org
www.nb.org

Like & Follow

Kerkyra Publications S.A.
6-8, Vlahava str., 
10551 Athens – Greece
Tel.: +30 210-3314.714, 
Fax: +30 210-3252.283
sales@economia.gr
www.economia.gr 




